Faculty concert: The Muir String Quartet, November 9, 1999 by School of Music, Boston University
Boston University
OpenBU http://open.bu.edu
School of Music Boston University Concert Programs
1999-11-09
Faculty concert: The Muir String
Quartet, November 9, 1999
https://hdl.handle.net/2144/28739
Boston University
Boston University School for the Arts 
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FACULTY CONCERT 
THE MUIR STRING QUARTET 
PETER ZAZOFSKY, violin 
LUCIA LIN, violin 
STEVEN ANSELL, viola 
MICHAEL REYNOLDS, cello 
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Tuesday, November 9, 1999 at 8:00 p.m. 
The Tsai Performance Center 
685 Commonwealth Avenue 
Boston, Massachusetts 
THE MUIR STRING QUARTET 
PETER ZAZOFSKY, violin 
LUCIA LIN, violin 
STEVEN ANSELL, viola 
MICHA EL R EYNOLDS, cello 
Tuesday, November 9, 1999 
8:00 p.m. 
PROGRAM 
String Quartet in E-flat major, Op. 33 No. 2, 
"The Joke" 
Allegro moderato 
Scherzo: Allegro 
Largo e sostenuto 
Presto 
String Quartet No. 9 
Adagio 
Allegro 
Allegretto 
Andante 
Timbral variations 
Presto 
Boston Premiere 
-Intermission-
String Quartet in C major, Op. 61 
Allegro 
Poco adagio e molto cantabile 
Scherzo: Allegro vivo-Trio: L'istesso tempo 
Finale: Vivace 
Franz Joseph Ha,,rJn 
(1732- ) 
Ezra Laderman 
(b. 1924) 
Antonin Dvorak 
(1841 -1 904) 
PROGRAM NOTES 
Ezra Laderman was born in Brooklyn in 1924. He studied composition 
with Stefan Wolpe and Otto Luening, receiving a Bachelor of Arts degree from 
Sarah Lawrence College and a Master of Arts degree from Columbia 
University. He has taught at Sarah Lawrence College and SUNY 
Binghamton. In 1988 he was visiting composer at Yale, and from 1989 to 1995 
he was Dean of its School of Music. Since 1996 he has been Professor of 
Composition at Yale School of Music. He is the recipient of several 
Guggenheim fellowships and the Rome Prize. Laderman's compositions range 
from solo instrumental and vocal works to large-scale choral and orchestral 
music. He has written music for the films The Eleanor Roosevelt Story and 
Black Fox, as well as an opera based on the life of Marilyn Monroe. Laderman 
orporates a lyrical style into a contemporary context, using tonal material 
. combination with atonal and aleatoric elements and seeking out unusual 
formal structures for his compositions. His writing, although rigorously 
conceived, speaks with immediacy and accessibility. He has been 
commissioned by major American orchestras, and he was written for many 
distinguished soloists and chamber music ensembles. 
Quartet No. 9 was commissioned by the South Mountain Concert 
Association for the Muir String Quartet, which premiered the work in 
September, 1999. Like most of Laderman's works, the work is composed in an 
idiom which incorporates both tonal and atonal materials, contrasting music 
that is harmonically ambiguous with passages that have a clear sense of 
tension and resolution. The composer ingeniously juxtaposes these different 
types of music using the same materials, placing the same themes within 
different harmonic contexts. The first movement presents the idea that 
propels the piece. In the first measure the first violin plays a D, the cello a 
G#, the viola an F and the second violin a C# without rhythmic identity. In 
the second measure these instruments sustain the initial notes. These first two 
measures serve as the philosophical impetus from which the whole piece will 
flow, establishing a dichotomy between the strength and force of the opening 
gesture and the gentle lyricism of the second . This idea returns in the fourth 
movement, the centerpiece of the quartet, where the opening gesture is 
recalled in a brief introduction, followed by a long, lyrical theme which 
gently draws to a close while avoiding a clear resolution. This ambiguity 
· ):icipates the final movement, where the greatest dramatic impact of the 
,/ork is found. The quartet is approximately twenty-five minutes in length. 
MEET THE ARTISTS 
Now in its 20th season, the Muir String Quartet is internationally 
renowned as one of the most powerful and insightful American ensembles 
performing today. The Muir Quartet appears annually on major chamber music 
series throughout North America and Europe. In keeping with the Quartet's 
namesake, the great naturalist, explorer and Sierra Club founder John Muir, 
the group donates proceeds from its EcoClassics CDs to a variety of 
environmental and conservation organizations. Its recording of Beethoven 
quartets on this label received a 1995 Grammy nomination. The Muir String 
Quartet also can be heard on recordings for ADDA/Qualiton and EMI, for 
which it was awarded two Grand Prix du Disque. Through its numerous 
commissions, the ensemble is known for its commitment to advancing 
contemporary American music. The Muir Quartet won the Naumberg Chamber 
Music Award in 1981 and the Evian International String Quartet Competition, 
in 1980. It has been featured on PBS and in The New Yorker. The Muir String 
Quartet is in residence at the Boston University School for the Arts and gives 
summer workshops at Tanglewood. Since 1983 the Quartet has been an 
integral part of the string faculty, mentoring students in chamber music classes 
and individual lessons, while touring world music centers. 
Peter Zazofsky, violinist, has won widespread recognition as a 
prolific soloist and chamber musician, appearing as first violinist in the Muir 
Quartet and as soloist with many of the great orchestras in North America, 
Asia and Europe, including the Boston Symphony, Berlin Philharmonic, and 
Philadelphia Orchestra. Mr. Zazofsky was raised in Boston where he began 
studying the violin with Joseph Silverstein. Following studies at the Curtis 
Institute with Ivan Galamian, Mr. Zazofsky in 1979 became the first and only 
American to win the Montreal International Violin Competition. That victory 
was followed by a gold medal at the 1980 Queen Elizabeth Competition in 
Brussels and the 1985 Avery Fisher Career Grant. Most recently, Mr. Zazofsky 
has premiered chamber works by Charles Fussell and Richard Danielpour, as 
well as the new violin concerto by Frederic Van Rossum, released on Cypress 
CD label. He also gave the Boston debut of Lukas Foss' Three American 
Pieces, in their orchestral version, with the composer conducting the Boston 
University Symphony Orchestra. Mr. Zazofsky is currently a member of the 
faculty at the Boston University School for the Arts. 
Lucia Lin, violinist, made her debut playing the Mendelssohn 
Concerto with the Chicago Symphony Orchestra at age eleven. A native of 
Champaign, Illinois, Ms. Lin received her bachelor's degree from the 
University of Illinois and her master's degree from Rice University. A 
Prizewinner in the 1990 International Tchaikovsky Competition in Moscow, 
Ms. Lin has also appeared as a soloist with the Boston Pops Orchestra, the 
St. Louis Symphony, the Oklahoma Symphony, and the Festivalorchester in 
Graz, Austria. Ms. Lin has frequently performed in solo recitals throughout 
the United States, making her New York debut at Weill Recital Hall in 
March 1991. A frequent collaborator in chamber music concerts and music 
festivals, Ms. Lin has appeared at the Sapporo Music Festival, the Taos 
Chamber Music Festival, the Da Camera Society in Houston, the St. Barts 
Music Festival, and the Barbican Hall Chamber Series in London. She is also 
a member of the acclaimed piano trio, The Boston Trio, and a founding member 
of the newly-formed chamber music group, Innuendo. Ms. Lin has recorded for 
Nonesuch Records as a guest of the Boston Symphony Chamber Players and for 
New World Records on a disc featuring the works of Bright Sheng. Ms. Lin has 
previously served as Concertmaster of the Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra 
and the London Symphony Orchestra. She is currently a member of the Boston 
Symphony Orchestra, having served as Assistant Concertmaster from 1988 to 
1991 and 1996 to 1998, and is a member of the faculty at the Boston University 
Sr'" for· the Arts. Ms. Lin performs on a violin made by Petrus Guanerius of 
v.._ . _e. Schedules permitting, she also enjoys occasional musical 
collaborations with her husband, Boston Pops Conductor, Keith Lockhart. 
Steven Ansell, violist, began his musical training at age ten in Seattle, 
where he studied with Vilem Sokol and Veda Reynolds. As a student at the 
Curtis Institute, he studied with Michael Tree and Karen Tuttle. Upon 
graduation from Curtis, Mr. Ansell was appointed Assistant Professor of Music 
at the University of Houston . From 1977 to 1979, he served as Assistant 
Principal Violist of the Pittsburgh Symphony under Andre Previn, after 
which he became one of the founding members of the Muir Quartet and a 
teacher at Yale University. In 1996, Mr. Ansell was appointed Principal 
Viola of the Boston Symphony Orchestra. Professor Ansell and his collegues of 
the Muir Quartet have been in residence at Boston University School for the 
Arts since 1983. He has performed at many summer festivals including those 
at Marlboro, Newport, Rutgers and Tanglewood, and is a frequent guest artist 
of the Boston Chamber Music Society. 
Michael Reynolds, cellist, is a native of Bozeman, Montana, where he 
began his musical studies. He attended the Curtis Institute as a student of 
David Soyer and Martita Casals and, after graduating in 1977, continued his 
studies with Karen Tuttle and George Neikrug. As a member of the Muir 
Quartet, Mr. Reynolds has participated in the Marlboro, Spoleto, Newport, 
Blossom, Tanglewood, and Snowbird Festivals. In addition, Mr. Reynolds is 
the Director of the Montana Chamber Music Festival. He performs 
throughout America as a soloist to benefit the Nature Conservancy, and has 
er · )i a new recording label, Eco Classics, to record classical literature for 
the olnefit of the environment. Mr. Reynolds is currently a member of the 
faculty at the Boston University School for the Arts. In his spare time, he is 
an avid outdoorsman and fly fisherman. 
November 19 
8:00 p.m. 
:-: ·,,· 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
Boston University Chamber Orchestra 
David Hoose, conductor 
Boston University Concert Hall 
855 Commonwealth Avenue 
. "" SPECIAL EVENT 
. ... . ' _ ,. .• ' 
: Mahlen · Sy1tiphony No .. 2/ Re$urreetion: :: 
Symphony Hall · · , ... ·· 
301 Massachusetts Averiue : 
. . ·. . ~· ;·. ·. 
. . , Ad.mission: $10, $20, $30 "' ·, 7 
For tick~ts . can SymphonyChatge: 617 /266~1.200 
November23 
8:00 p.m. 
December 1 
8:00 p.m. 
December7 
8:00 p .m. 
Boston University Wind Ensemble 
David J. Martins, conductor 
The Tsai Performance Center 
685 Commonwealth Avenue 
Boston University Percussion Ensemble 
Tim Genis, director 
Boston University Concert Hall 
855 Commonwealth Avenue 
Honors Chamber Music Recital 
The Tsai Performance Center 
685 Commonwealth Avenue 
. ·•. ~- .: ';.' 
Contributors to the School for the Arts Music Programs 
Cf111lrib11lnrs lo tire M11sic Prng m111s /Je /011g Inn specinl gro up nf people rc·s11n 11si/1/r 
for lire s11ppnrl nf ed11catio11a/ aclivilics, events, prngra11rs, perfor111a11ccs a11d 111a11y 
ollrer depnrt111e11tal needs. 
200,000 + 
Surdna Foundation, Inc. 
100,000 + 
Henrie tta DeBenedictus 
50,000 + 
The Blount Found a tion, Inc. 
10,000 + 
G.C. Andersen F;imi ly Found ation 
Fid elity Inves tments 
Ma rjorie McD0nald , M.D. 
v ·1 n S;i lem Philbrook 
:iia E. Withey 
, . . ..: lis Zildjian Company 
5,000 + 
Mr. and Mrs. Ala n Brod er 
The Canadian Club of Boston 
Es ther B. Kahn Ch;iritable Income Trus t 
Ren;iissance Musica l Arts, Ltd . 
Estate o f Arthur L. Thayer 
WBUR 
Za)e-Delaware, Inc. 
1,000 + 
Alabama School o f Fine Arts found at ion 
Berkshire T;iconi c Community Foundation, Tnc. 
Eugene L. Brown 
Cagg Found;ition 
Dorothy D. Ca mer0n 
Lucile L. Dahlstrom 
Dea n S. Ed munds Foundation 
Jane t C. Fishe r 
Carol Gebha rdt 
Ann and Gordon Getty Foundation 
Ella Reiss Urdang 
Cha rlotte Goodwyn 
Edwin C. Laird 
Montgomery Symphony Association 
Es ta te of Martha P. Setchel l 
Albert Spa ld ing Historica l Society 
State Stree t Research 
Carl H. Sti ehl 
Bob and Anne Woolf Charitable Founda tion 
500 + 
A lcxa nder flern s te in 
Ph v/1 1s Curtin 
FPT Trave l M;rn agement Group 
Phy lli s Elhad y Hoffman 
V;i leri e A. Hyman 
Ann H0wilrd J0nes 
Tu ri and Bruce MacC0mbi e 
Estate o f John E. Moran 
Osia Ch;irit;ible ;ind Edurntiona l Trus t 
Bea tri ce S. Rose 
Catherine L. Stein 
He len J. Steineker 
Carolyn St0essinger 
Union Oyster House, Inc. 
250 + 
Es til le of Constantin Alajal0v 
A li en O rg;rn Comp;111 y 
Mr. Edward Aved isi;in 
BankBoston Corporntio n Charitab le Fou ndation 
13e th S. Chen Buslow 
Concert Society of West Stockbridge 
Cus tom Transportat ion Serv ices, Inc. 
Edna L. Davis 
Joy L. Derry 
An n 13. Dickson 
Eas t Cambridge Piano 
Fra unhofer USA 
Carolyn 13. Fowels 
Ja mes P. Galas, Ph.D 
Na ncy Marsh Hartman 
H ig h Meadow Found ation 
Mr. J.L. H o rner 
Kirkl ;rnd Construction Co. 
Herbe rt F. Levy 
Merle Louise Mat he r 
Charles Stakely, Jr. 
Trinity Church 
Was te Sol utio ns, Inc. 
Boston University School for the Arts 
Advisory Board 
Jason Alexander 
Saul B. Cohen 
Edwin G. Fischer 
Judith M. Flynn 
Nancy Reis Joaquim 
Esther B. Kahn 
Michael Melody 
Stephen M. Mindich 
Ronald Sampson 
Anne-Marie Soulliere 
Ralph Verni 
Administration 
Bruce MacCombie, Dean 
Phyllis Hoffman, Director, Music Division 
Roger Croucher, Director, Theatre Arts Division 
Alston Purvis, Director Ad Interim, Visual Arts Division 
Walt Meissner, Associate Dean , Administrative Affairs 
Patricia Mitro, Assistant Dean, Enrollrnent Services 
Judith Sandler, Director of Public Relations 
Karla Cinquanta, Alumni Officer 
Jennifer Shepard, Director of Development 
General Information: 
Public Relations Office: 
Development Office: 
Alumni Relations Office: 
SFA Events Information Line: 
( 617) 353-3350 
(617) 353-3345 
(617) 353-7293 
(617) 353-3345 
(617) 353-3349 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
¥011 can /ielp support t/iese talented young artists by joining 
the friends of Music at tile Sc/iool for the Arts. For infonnation, 
please contact Jennifer Shepard, Director of Developme11t, 
Boston University School for the Arts, 855 Commomvealtli Aveni. . . 
Boston, MA 02215 or cal/ 617/353-7293. 
